
AP Language and Composition Summer Reading 2008 
 

AP English Language and Composition 
Instructor: Mrs. Kathleen Brophy brophyk@williamsburgchristian.org 
 
Course Description 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition, a course designed to be the 
equivalent in rigor of a college course in rhetoric, literature studies, and composition. 
The focus of AP Language and Composition is intensive analysis of literature—fiction, 
poetry, drama, and most significantly, nonfiction. AP Language will acquaint students 
with the styles, modes, and techniques evident in various periods of American writing. 
The literature open to study, however, includes not only American Literature, but any 
literature of sufficient merit to serve both as a subject for advanced critical analysis and 
as a model for students in their own work as writers. Students will write in a variety of 
modes and genres, concentrating on exposition and argumentation/persuasion. This 
focus on nonfiction modes will require students to recognize rhetorical, stylistic, and 
literary devices and strategies that can be used to enhance their own writing. They will 
learn that advanced composition does not magically happen, nor does it happen 
according to pre-ordained formula; rather, the advanced writer makes decisions 
regarding persona, tone, diction, syntax, and all other considerations only after giving 
careful thought to his/her audience, rhetorical context, and purpose. Special attention in 
this course will be devoted to preparing students for the AP Language and Composition 
examination, which directly tests the student's reading and writing abilities by asking him 
or her to recognize and analyze how an author shapes a piece of writing to serve the 
overall purpose or themes. 
 

Your summer reading assignment involves three parts: 
 

1. Read the book Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger.  Barnes and Noble at 
New Town should have copies of Friday Night Lights. You can also easily order 
the text online at www.amazon.com. Please contact Mrs. Stanley if you need any 
assistance. More explanation of the book may be found below. 

2. Create a Dialectical Journal using the required text  
3. Create a Literary Terms Dictionary.  Consult a literary terms dictionary (they 

are available online) and define the literary terms found on the attached page.  
Put all of the defined terms together so that you develop a Literary Terms 
Dictionary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



***Required Text (Summer Reading Assignment) 
Title: Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream 
Author: H.G. Bissinger ISBN# 0306809907 List Price: $15.95 
 
 
 
From Library Journal 
In 1988, Bissinger, a Pulitzer Prize-winning Philadelphia Inquirer editor, left his job to spend a 
year with a high school sports team. The sport he picked was football, the location, the 
depressed West Texas oil town of Odessa, called by Larry McMurtry "the worst town on earth." 
Here 20,000 fans turn out regularly to watch their Permian Panthers win. Here there is no high-
blown talk of playing the game well; just the raw need to win at all costs. In this atmosphere, 
players vomit from nervousness before each game and often play with injuries. On the few 
occasions when the team suffers a loss, the coach's front lawn sprouts "For Sale" signs. 
Bissinger makes you feel the tensions of the kids, who are not just playing a game, but literally 
fighting for the honor of their town. He also accomplishes the more difficult feat of making the 
team's rabid fans sympathetic. His language sometimes verges on the overblown, but it does 
echo the mythical proportions of the game and a season that will render the rest of the players' 
lives a dull denouement. Fascinating even for those, or maybe especially for those, with no 
interest in football. 
--Nora Rawlinson, Library Journal Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
 

***Required Text (Summer Reading Assignment) 
Title: The Art of Styling Sentences, Barron's, Fourth Edition. 
ISBN#: 0764121812 List Price: $8.95 
 

Summer Reading and Assignments (Due First Day of School) 
 
1. Friday Night Lights Reading and discussing Friday Night Lights will provide us with a 
solid introduction into nearly everything that might appear on the AP exam in May.As 
you read, create a Dialectical Journal (see sample below) to take notes on anything that 
helps you to understand the author's purpose and what he does as the writer to achieve 
this purpose. All year, our focus will be on what the author is doing and why. Your 
Dialectical Journal should be typed or neatly handwritten on loose leaf paper; do not put 
the Dialectical Journal in a spiral. Please number each journal entry and number each 
page. Your Dialectical Journal should include a minimum of 30 entries which represent 
the entirety of the text—beginning to end. Read over the handout "A Guide to Rhetorical 
Analysis" (attached). This handout should be useful in helping you to choose and 
analyze key aspects of the author's style and rhetorical strategies to discuss in your 
Dialectical Journal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample Dialectical Journal 
 

Dialectical Journal   Friday Night Lights, by H. G. Bissinger 
 
Passage (w/page #)      Commentary 
Record significant passages from 
the text for analysis. 
 
Put page numbers in parentheses 
(MLA format). 

Commentary is for writing your 
analysis, observations, and 
interpretation of the author’s style, 
purpose, and ideas. 

Sample Entry: 
 
“You drive into Odessa the first time 
And become immersed in a land so 
vast, so relentless, that Something 
swells up inside, something that makes 
you feel powerless and 
insignificant….Turning around again, 
heading north on Grandview back into 
the plains, there is a feeling of driving 
into a fathomless end of the earth.  And 
then it rises out of nowhere, two 
enormous flanks of concrete with a 
sunken field in between. Going into that 
stadium, looking up into those rows 
that can seat twenty thousand, you 
wonder what it might be like on Friday 
night, when the lights are on and the 
heart and soul of the town pours out 
over that field, across those endless 
plains” (preface, xii-xiii) 

 
 
In this passage, Bissinger justaposes 
the insignificance and powerlessness 
of man in the West Texas landscape 
with the epic power and grandeur of 
the football stadium.  In these lines 
from the Preface, Bissinger begins to 
establish a key idea of the text—man’s 
search for meaning, man’s need to feel 
power over his life and his 
environment.  In Odessa, this fleeting 
sense of man’s power is heralded in 
football. The word choice to describe 
the landscape includes such harsh 
terms as “relentless”, “fathomless’, 
“vast”, while the term used to describe 
man in this landscape shows his 
vulnerability—
“powerless”,”insignificant”. 

 

 
Note: Please bring your completed Dialectical Journal, your Friday Night 
Lights text, and your literary terms. It is recommended that you complete 
your summer reading two to three weeks before the first week of school so 
the reading will be fresh 
 
 
 

  

  

  



LLiitteerraarryy  TTeerrmmss  
  

DDiirreeccttiioonnss::    CCrreeaattee  aa  LLiitteerraarryy  TTeerrmmss  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  bbyy  ddeeffiinniinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  tteerrmmss..    

TTaakkee  eexxttrraa  ccaarree  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ddiiccttiioonnaarryy  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  rreeffeerreennccee  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  sscchhooooll  

yyeeaarr..    IItt  iiss  hhiigghhllyy  ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ttyyppee  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonnss..    YYoouu  wwiillll  bbee  aasskkeedd  ttoo  

rreeffeerreennccee  tthheessee  tteerrmmss  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr..    PPllaaccee  aann  aasstteerriisskk  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  tteenn  

wwoorrddss  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  aarree  lleeaasstt  ffaammiilliiaarr..  

  

  

11..  aalllluussiioonn  
22..  aannaallooggyy  
33..  aannttaaggoonniisstt  
44..  aassiiddee  
55..  aassssoonnaannccee  
66..  aattmmoosspphheerree  
77..  aauutthhoorr’’ss  ppuurrppoossee  

88..  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  
99..  cchhaarraacctteerriizzaattiioonn  

1100..  cclliiffffhhaannggeerr  
1111..  cclliimmaaxx  

1122..  ccoommeeddyy  

1133..  ccoonnfflliicctt  
1144..  ccoonnnnoottaattiioonn  
1155..  ddeennoottaattiioonn  
1166..  ddiiaalleecctt  
1177..  ddiiaalloogguuee  
1188..  ddiiccttiioonn  
1199..  ddrraammaa  

2200..  ddrraammaattiicc  iirroonnyy  

2211..  eeppiicc  
2222..  eessssaayy  
2233..  eeuupphheemmiissmmss  

2244..  eexxppoossiittiioonn  

2255..  eexxtteennddeedd  
mmeettaapphhoorr  

2266..  ffaalllliinngg  aaccttiioonn  
2277..  ffaannttaassyy  
2288..  ffaarrccee  
2299..  ffiiccttiioonn  
3300..  ffiigguurraattiivvee  

llaanngguuaaggee  

3311..  ffiirrsstt  ppeerrssoonn  
ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww  

3322..  ffllaasshhbbaacckk  
3333..  ffooiill  
3344..  ffoorreesshhaaddooww  
3355..  hhooookk  
3366..  hhuummoorr  

3377..  hhyyppeerrbboollee  
3388..  iimmaaggeerryy  

3399..  iirroonnyy  
4400..  mmaaggiiccaall  

rreeaalliissmm  

4411..  mmeemmooiirr  

4422..  mmeettaapphhoorr  

4433..  mmoooodd  

4444..  mmyytthh  

4455..  nnaarrrraattiivvee  ppooeemm  

4466..  nnaarrrraattoorr  
4477..  nnoonnffiiccttiioonn  
4488..  oonnoommaattooppooeeiiaa  

4499..  ppaarraaddooxx  
5500..  ppeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn  
5511..  ppeerrssuuaassiioonn  
5522..  pplloott  
5533..  ppooiinntt  ooff  vviieeww  
5544..  pprroottaaggoonniisstt  
5555..  rreeaalliissmm  

5566..  rreeppeettiittiioonn  
5577..  ssaattiirree  
5588..  sscciieennccee  ffiiccttiioonn  
5599..  sseettttiinngg  
6600..  ssiimmiillee  

6611..  ssppeeaakkeerr  
6622..  ssttyyllee  
6633..  ssyymmbbooll  

6644..  tthheemmee  

6655..  ttoonnee  
6666..  ttrraaggeeddyy  
6677..  ttrraaggiicc  ffllaaww  
6688..  ttrraaggiicc  hheerroo  
6699..  ttuurrnniinngg  ppooiinntt  
7700..  uunnddeerrssttaatteemmeenntt



 


